
DyDAn RECONNECT ‘08 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Reconnecting Teaching Faculty to the Mathematical Sciences Enterprise 

June 8 - June 14, 2008 
 
 Sunday, June 8, 2008 
5:45 - 6:45 pm Cocktail Hour to overlap Dinner 

 
6:00 - 7:15 Dinner at the Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel 

 
7:15 - 7:30 Introduction to Reconnect 

Tami Carpenter, DIMACS 
 

7:30 - 8:00 Overview of Topic: 
 

Mathematical Methods in Biosurveillance: From basics to breakthroughs 
Nina Fefferman, Rutgers University 

 
 Hotel's Hospitality Suite is available for writing or socializing 
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Monday, June 9, 2008 
7:30 - 9:00 am Breakfast at Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel and 

Travel to DIMACS 
 

9:00 - 9:10  Morning Announcements 
 

9:10 - 10:30 TBD 
William Nganje, National Center for Food Protection & Defense (NCFPD) 

 
10:30 - 11:00 Break / Study Time 

 
11:00 - 12:00 Discussion 

William Nganje, NCFPD 
 

12:00 - 12:30 Study Time: First Set of Suggested Problems 
 

12:30 - 1:15 Lunch 
 

1:15 - 2:15 Concepts Common to All Biosurveillance 
Nina Fefferman, Rutgers University 

 
2:15 - 3:00 Writing at Reconnect 

Mel Janowitz, Bill Pottenger and Midge Cozzens, DIMACS 
 

3:00 - 3:30 Break / Study Time 
 

3:30 - 4:30 Space, Time and Other Exploitable Concepts 
Nina Fefferman, Rutgers University 

 
4:30 - 6:00 Free Time / Travel 

 
6:00 - 7:00 Dinner at the Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel 

 
 Hotel's Hospitality Suite is available for writing or socializing 
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Tuesday, June 10, 2008 
7:30 - 9:00 am Breakfast at Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel and 

Travel to DIMACS 
 

9:00 - 9:10  Morning Announcements 
 

9:10 - 10:00 TBD 
Tim Carpenter/Tom Powdrill 

National Center for Foreign Animal and Zoonotic Disease Defense (FAZD) 
 

10:00 - 10:15 Break 
 

10:15 - 11:15 Discussion 
Tim Carpenter/Tom Powdrill, FAZD 

 
11:15 - 12:30 Study Time: Second Set of Suggested Problems 

 
12:30 - 1:45 Lunch 

Discussion of Potential Writing Topics 
 

1:45 - 2:15 Discussion of Suggested Problems 
 

2:15 - 3:15 Useful Ratios and Basic Statistical Methods 
Nina Fefferman, Rutgers University 

 
3:15 - 3:30 Break 

 
3:30 - 5:00 Lab Time 

 
5:00 - 5:30 Formulation of Writing Groups 

 
5:30 - 6:00 Free time / Travel 

 
6:00 - 7:00 Dinner at the Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel 

 
 Hotel's Hospitality Suite is available for writing or socializing 
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Wednesday, June 11, 2008 
7:30 - 9:00 am Breakfast at Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel and 

Travel to DIMACS 
 

9:00 - 9:10  Morning Announcements 
 

9:10 - 10:00 Regression and Time Series Surveillance Methods 
Elena Naumova, Tufts University School of Medicine 

 
10:00 - 10:15 Break 

 
10:15 - 11:15 Discussion 

Elena Naumova, Tufts University School of Medicine 
 

11:15 - 12:30 Writing Groups 
 

12:30 - 1:15 Lunch 
 

1:15 - 2:15 Discussion of Suggested Problems 
 

2:15 - 3:15 Self-fulfilling Prophecies and Other Problems 
Nina Fefferman, Rutgers University 

 
3:15 - 3:30 Break 

 
3:30 - 5:00 Examples of Accessible Data and Free Software 

/Lab Time 
 

5:00 - 6:00 Free time / Travel / Work on Suggested Problems 
 

6:00 - 7:00 Dinner at Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel 
 

7:00 - Writing Groups 
 

 Hotel's Hospitality Suite is available for writing or socializing 
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Thursday, June 12, 2008 
7:30 - 9:00 am Breakfast at Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel and 

Travel to DIMACS 
 

9:00 - 9:10  Morning Announcements 
 

9:10 - 10:00 Possible New Directions: Combinatorial Decomposition 
Nina Fefferman, Rutgers University 

 
10:00 - 11:15 Writing Groups 

 
11:15 - 11:30 Break 

 
11:30 - 12:30 
 

Possible New Directions: Entropy 
Nina Fefferman, Rutgers University 

 
12:30 - 1:15 Lunch 

 
1:15 - 2:15 Writing Groups 

 
2:15 - 3:15 Filling in the Gaps 

Nina Fefferman, Rutgers University 
 

3:15 - 3:30 Break 
 

3:30 - 5:30 Writing Groups 
 

6:00 Dinner out at restaurant 
 

 Hotel's Hospitality Suite is available for writing or socializing 
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Friday, June 13, 2008 
7:30 - 9:00 am Breakfast at Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel and 

Travel to DIMACS 
 

9:00 - 9:10  Morning Announcements 
 

9:10 - 11:15 Writing Groups 
 

11:15 - 11:30 Break 
 

11:30 - 12:30 Biosurveillance of Tumor Detection 
Hava Siegelman, UMass Amherst 

 
12:30 - 1:15 Lunch 

 
1:15 - 2:15 Discussion 

Hava Siegelman, UMass Amherst 
 

2:15 - 3:15 Writing Groups 
 

3:15 - 3:30 Break 
 

3:30 - 4:30 Writing Groups 
 

4:30 - 6:00 Free time / Travel 
 

6:00 - 7:00 Dinner at the Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel 
 

7:00 - 8:45+ Writing Groups 
 

 Hotel's Hospitality Suite is available for writing or socializing 
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Saturday, June 14, 2008 
7:30 - 9:00 am Breakfast at Holiday Inn Somerset Hotel and 

Travel to DIMACS 
 

9:00 - 9:10  Morning Announcements 
 

9:10 - 10:30 Group Presentations 
 

10:30 - 10:45 Break 
 

10:45 - 12:00 MODULE DRAFTS DUE 
 

Group Presentations 
 

12:00 - 1:00 Survivor’s Lunch and Closing Discussion 
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